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Features of Custom Contemporary Homes 


Every era in architectural history has key characteristics that differentiate it from other eras. Victorian architecture is 
easily identifiable, but is no longer considered contemporary or modern, although it was at the time. In the same sense, 
there are architecture styles we associate with the 21st century that are prevalent today. 








In a mountain setting, we refer to this style as mountain contemporary architecture. This type of design is intended to 
meld seamlessly with the natural environment in everything from function to aesthetics and efficiency. In light of that, 
there are four key features found in many custom contemporary homes. 


Broad Sight Lines 


Broad sight lines are often considered interchangeable with an open plan design. Though the two ideas share similarities, 
their outcomes are different. Both open spaces and broad sight lines make homes more accommodating and inviting, but 
broad sight lines differ in both function and purpose. 


Broad sight lines are based on establishing the home’s focal point and designing sight lines from there. Examples of this 
concept in practice would be creating a visual line from the entertaining space to the yard, to allow a client to socialize 
with guests while keeping an eye on the children playing outside. 


Interconnectedness 


Clients deciding to build a mountain contemporary home often express the goal of incorporating the outdoors inside. 
Modern designers do this by pursuing the concept of interconnectedness. 


People who choose to build mountain contemporary homes often express the goal of wanting to bring the outdoors 
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inside, especially when the home is on a beautiful site. Modern designers take that one step further by pursuing the 
concept of interconnectedness. Interconnectedness does more than just provide spectacular views. It incorporates 
multipurpose living spaces that make the differences between indoor and out as subtle as possible. 


In the Park City area, interconnectedness is influenced by our weather. But despite warm, dry summers juxtaposed by 
cold, snowy winters, interconnectedness is still very achievable. It just takes a skilled architect with the right vision and 
skill. 


In Park City and the surrounding areas in Utah and the mountain west, interconnectedness is a big part of our life 
philosophy. Many of us chose to make our homes here because we love the natural environment. We organically strive 
for interconnectedness simply because living close to nature is why we are here. 


Sustainability 


Today's home buyers are looking for properties that are developed with sustainability in mind. Sustainability covers 
everything from how land is utilized to the materials used to build a home. And yet, it doesn't start there. Designing with 
sustainability in mind requires forward thinking about how the house will interact with the land years down the road. 
Striking the right balance is incredibly important in how you choose to build within a natural environment. 


Energy Efficiency 


Hand-in-hand with sustainability is energy efficiency. To that end, building to Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) standards is a must. After all, a homeowner isn't realizing the benefits of sustainable design if their newly 
constructed house is not as energy efficient as possible. 


One special area of note here is passive home (or Passivhaus) construction. Passive houses reduce energy consumption 
by eliminating or minimizing the need for HVAC systems, conventional boilers or furnaces, etc. Passive homes are heated 
and cooled using passive systems — like solar and wind power — as opposed to active systems. 


Do not confuse contemporary architecture with mere aesthetics. It is so much more than that. Contemporary 
architecture encapsulates the combined experience of living in and utilizing a home. Its reach extends to energy 
efficiency, sustainability, interconnectedness, and even sight lines. 


Are you planning to build a Park City vacation home or relocate to the area permanently? If so, you have chosen a 
fantastic location. Now it's time to build your home. Sparano + Mooney Architecture is ready to work with you. We 
specialize in mountain contemporary architecture in Park City, Sundance, Powder Mountain, Deer Valley, and the entire 
Wasatch Back. 


